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A Preaching Quaker, 
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Y Civility to Mrs, —— betray'd me into: 
the error of being preſent at one of your 
Meetings, where, after above an hour 
> = ſpent in profound filence, Humming,and 
Whiftling, and the ipir'd Gauri loug declaration s 
TNCLE 


o_ ned 


ds, If any Man have a Word from the Zord, 
behold we are all ready to hear, it was my 
WA0 ice You thereupon nimbly as a Squirril 
por a Stool, and from thence. hear you, tho not 
f Og tel/ 4 ſilly Z ale of a 7ubiin along non-ſenſi-: 
arMFne to the people ;. this brought into my | 
mind what the Wile Syraciaes oblerves, 7 hat an unſea- 
ſonable Tale will be alwayes in the mouth of the untaught, 
4nd that Sand and Salt. and a Maſiof Tron are not ſo hea- 
4y 10 bear: 25 a may. without unaerſeanding, I ſhou'd not 
trouble my ſelf nor you, to'tell you, That tho!you 
talk'd'aboye two tedious -hours; . you ſaid jult nothwmns 
butghat I perceiv.d my prelence gave occaſion to the. 
v11d ribble rabble you ntade; And notwithſtanding; 
you pretended the motion of the Spirit for your. vain 
babligg,. yet I; have reaſon to. believe.it proceeded 
Abilities, to draw the PrAican you mentioned to your 
Faction , Therefore Inow ſend you my thoughts, leſt 
you might hereafter defame me; by reporting to the 
World, I'was ſo great a Feel, as by you 40.-be. made a- 
Proſelyte, to away of Worſhip, whioh-all who have 
not like you, either loſt, or diſlembled their Reaſon, 
muſt: Conclude to be Folly , Schiſm., Madnels, and: 
'Blaſphemy. 
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I rather think, than as you ſay) to unfold WE 
I confeſs I thought you werea ſort of peoglgythat,be 
ing tir'd out with the Infinite vain- Janglin#$*%nedtrt- 
volous Diſputes of this late wanton Age, had a at Jaft 
withdrawn your ſelves, from the nice and endleſs intri- 
cacies of Opinion, and ſettl'd upon the plain Practice 
of Piety, and the few uncontroverted Articles of 
Chriſtian Faith, perhaps with many degrees, of Weak- 
neſs and Ignorance, but with much Sinceri Ity and Re- 
ſolution, to promote in your ſelves and others the 
fruits of good life, and the PerfeQion you ſo much 
boaſt of ; And thus far 1 own [had Charity for you, 
and would not have your other Errors, whilſt you 
_Continu'd Modeſt, and Innocent, ſeverely puniſhed , 
hoping that Inward Rectitude, ( if there be any ſuch 
thing among you ) would in time work out partial 
Miſtakes, and condud you to a ſober Underſtanding, 
at leaſt wou'd keep you prepar'd and unprejudicd, for 
the entertainment of ſo noble a Gueſt, whenever and 
however it ſhould pleaſe God to Convey it to you : 
But really I find you quite another thing , and T, who, 
I thank God, do harbour no diſtaſt againſt the perſon 
of any man, do aſſure you, that T have a wondrous 
mean eſteem of F. A. the inſpird Door, as he calls 
himſelf, a great fuſpition of his difhonefty, and a faffi+ 
cient demonſtration of his profound Ignorance, inſuft- 
ferable impudence,his ſelf-conceite8neſs, and his wile 
bold, frantick, ſchiſmatical and fa@tious ſpirit ; and 
F. 4. be one of the moſt eminent of his order, and a 
pattern of the reſt ofhis oy [ think the) ey ought 
to chan 2080 their name; for Qu == is the. Re of 
Fear a awe of ſomething we Sokes but.yor- Tem 
y 
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by alt your ations and geſtures in your wild kind: of 
Devotion, to be bold, and frantick, and to fear nothing 
ſo much, as treating God Almighty with Reverence 
and Honour; indeed I do not wonder, you give-no re- 
ſpe& to Men, ſince you deny 1t to God. . | 


About Three Thouſand Years ago- when the.Devil 
play'd Tricks at Delphos, and 1aſpir'd his Sacriits with 
the ſpirit of 06,-to utter Oracles, per pudenda, which 
for Modeſty ſake I cant tranſlate, bur it may- be you 
have profane learning enough to underſtand, they, as | 
you are, were bodi|y poſle(s'd by their fpirit, disfigur'd- 
by ſtrange Conyvulſive Eits, raving and foaming, not 
knowing what they did, chang'd' in ther Counte- 
nance, and horrid in their Aſpe&s, when the throes 
of their Deity came upon :them, were inſtantly deli- 
ver d of the myſteries of their god, which when they 
were out, were uſually as great myſteries, as they 
were before, ſuch are all your ravings to me, and I 
believe-to all men, that are not dazzld' in. their Uns 
derſtandings, and frighted from-their little Witts, by 
your preſumptuous-taking upon you, to tell the poor 
Ignorant. people, and. filly Women laden with many 
infirmities, that thus ſaith the Lord, when the. Lord © 
hath not ſpoken, but your ſpirit of 06. 


- And thence you may derive your Church, and 
ſtand upon your Challenge of Antiquity, and take 
place of Chriſtianity ; you have a more ancient 'origt- 
nal, and may, if you like the name, be. Obbiſfs , and 
ſince you entitle every thing to God, that is but Feur, 
private. ſpirit or fancy, probably a. little while henee 

| ( OT - 


(for there is but: the addition of F, which is no letter) 
you'l become Fo-biffs: A fortof men 1 ſuppole you 
have heard of, who by the oftznces they have taken at 
ſuch wild, and 1nconf{ittent Capricio's as yours, afſerr 
God, to bz nothing diſtin from the Univerſe and 
Eternal Matter. 


Now tho I-ſeem to be ſhzrp in the derifion of your 
Madaeſs, yet I doaflure you, I am noenemy to mens 
perſons, upon the account of their difiering from me 
10. opinion about the Modes, aad Circumſtances of Re- 
ligion, (tho in them they ought to be govern'd, as to 
their outward Compliance, by the Rules prefcrib'd by 
the Power under which they live, which only can 
make them not indifferent to its Subjects, as to the Ute, 
tho ſtill they remain fo, in their own nature, and al- 
terable at the pleaſure of the Compolers,) provided 
they are ſound, and ſincere in the Fundamentals of 
Religion, and the practice of a holy life, without which 
I can never beper{waded, their errors are the effe&t of 
a weak Underſtanding, and not the products of a ſtub- 
born and perverſe Will; For let me tell you, Reverend 
Sir, Religion is not what you fancy, a Rapturous ex- 
 travagance of Enthuſiaſme, and an Antick bodily Wor- 
ſhip, (which tho you {o much deery, yet do: moſt of 
any uſe,) but 'tis 4 ſixcere, and 4 reaſonable Service, 4 
Horſhipping God tn Spirit and in Truth, 1, e, an Inward 
Rectitude and Holinels, a Conformity of our Lives and 
Actions, to the Divine Goodnels, and the Lawes of our 
Supertors that are conſiſtent with the ſame, not a 
fooliſh 1magination that it conſiſts in ſcrupulous nice- 
ttes about Nothing, in a Garb or Faſhion, in Rudeners, | 
and 


{ 6 
and Incivility, in a Contempt of all Civil reſpe&s of 
decent ulages ; or indeed 1n any:thing, wherein both 
good and bad men may equally be-concern'd in pra- 
ctice, and yet be neither good nor bad, by any ſuch ex- 
ternal Character. 

But by talking Reaſon:to you, youl tell me I'm as 
vain, as you were. to me laſt Night, it I expect my 
Diſcourſe ſhou'd work. on you, more than your ridt- 
culous Nonſenſe did on me ; the efte&t of which was 
to confirm me, that in my opinion, you have nothing. 
of Honeſty, Reaſon or Religion ; tor he that wants Cha- 
rity, wants All, that being the bond of Religion;which 
1n your talk you perteely looſened, by rayling at, and 
defaming a!l others, who have more Witt, than 7s 
#Porſhip the God of their Fathers, after your phantaſti- 
cal, and ridiculous manner. Eo 


Among all the Gifts of the Spirit, that God beſftow'd 
on the Primitive Chriſtians, did you ever hear of the 
Gift of Fhiffling? Was that their practice, when they 
waited for, or invited the Holy Spirit ? Or is the Spirit 
ſo very obſervant of you, that you may have it for 
Whiſtling for? But now I find what ſpirit yours is, 
a meer puft of aire, and tisno wonder that all the 
'Nozzil reſults of it, be ſuch as yours,empty, idle, and 
inſignifcant.as theWind which paſſes thro the Norril 
of a pair of Bellowes': Which IT do not ſpeak at ran- 
dom, becauſe indeed you ule it, to no other purpoſe, 
than to blow up the fire of an ignorant and perverſe 
Zeal, which you are pleas'd to call the Zzght within'um; 
but tis indeed more a'kin to our Sea-Coal Kitchin 
Fires which burns and fcorches, than to the glorious 

TS. Sun, 
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Sun, which gently heats, and warms the ſubjects of its 
influence. PO TP Ol ITE 
I have ſometimes ſcen a Mad-man a& and ſpeak as 
long as you, but with much leſs noiſe, I'm {ure with 
as much Sence and Reaſon, and certain Iam, all thar 
were there, had they not been poſſe(s'd with the ſame 
kind of Phrenzy, would have Judg'd you, as I do, di- 
itracted, and rarely well provided, to preach upon that 
Text which one of your illuminated Enthuſiaſts did , 
who tho he had abundance of the Spirit.even ſo much, 
that it utterly excluded-all human Reaſon and Learn- 
ing, infomuch that he could not correct the error of 
the Preſs, and percetve that the letter e, was negli- 
gently left out, took for his fubje& thoſe words of the 
Pſalmiſt, 7 am fearfully aud wonderfully mad, and that 
my Soul knoweth right well ; from whence he ob- 
ſery'd, (I make no queſtion you'l ſay, very rightly ) 
"hat the Saints may thro exseſs of Zeal, be even as it 
were mad; That you were, even as it were juſt in the 
lame Cale, you m-ght a-ipar'd a great deal of your 
ſweat, and pains. to aſſure me, a tenth of it would 
have given ſufficient evidence of that ; for no man. 
needs drink-up all the Sea, to know that it is ſalt. 


Learned and onely Orthodox Doctor, can you tell 
me, what Words were invented for ? or why you ſpeak 
to me,, or any man, if it be not to -convey your Con- 
ceptions of things to my apprehenſion; by the uſual 
and publick ſignification of words or ſigns, which all 
men d6 agree in, that can Converſe by them ? but I 
perceive. yours are not like other mens, or not ſo put 
together , for I-never heard any_but you, (tho | ax : 

| there. 


S ..- 


there are many more like you, who pretended to Rea- 
ſon much more, that boaſted the Spirit was within 
them,ſpeak ſo many words,every oneof which I fingly 
underſtood, and yet altogether ſignified. nothing : 
which induced me to think, that either really,you had 
no ſteady Notion, or apprehenſion of what you had 
ro ſay, or elie would impole upon the Weaknels of 
thoſe that heard you , and make them believe, by lea- 
. ving them to every one of their own phantaſtical 
{uſpitions, that truly you powrd forth precious my- 
ſeries, which taſted like anna, differently to every 
man's Pallat, when indeed you ſaid juſt nothing , and 
what you ſaid to me, was as 1nfipid as a Cork, and 
taſtleſsas the white of an Egg. But-however to.your 
poor {imple people, you appeared by: your extaſies, to 
be carried up, with your honeſt Paul, into the third 
Heaven, where you pretenaed to have heard words, that 
could not be ſpoken, and therefore I preſume you fpoke 
ſo many words that could not be underſtood, but for 
all your ſoaring to ſuch a pitch, ] look upon it no 
otherwiſe, than the attempt of $720» AZagus, who 
among{t other of-his Tricks, that he might appear 
ſome great One, attempted to fly in the Aire,and came 
down headlong, and brake his bones ; or rather like a, 
- Boyes Kite, hovering aloft with a Lanthorn at the tayl 
ont, the Country people admiring it for- a ſtrange 
Wonder , ignorant of the Trick, and of this whole 
Apparition's being govern'd andled about, juſt as the 
Boy pleaſes either to-lengthen or wind up his pack- 
thread, and vary the motions of it to the greateſt 
amulement of the filly Country Folk, till at laſt the 
firing breaks, down comes all, and out goes the _ 
; 1E, 


dle. Such is your Light,and ſuch.a wonder you are in 
Heaven, and ſo ridiculous is your iſſue with me, who 
underſtand it, 

I'm ture you are contrary to what was ſuppos'd of 
St. Paul, your too little Learning had made you mad, 
I believe you are well read in Jacob Behm, and have 
no ſmall skill in Magick, for your Dialect is like that 
of the Negromancers, onely to be underſtood by your 
Familiars, 

You began like one of the Apoſtles in their Epi- 
ſtles, with Grace, Grace, &c. and tumbld out your 
vain babling, and idle repetitions, with as much haſt 
and Confidence, as if you ſhould never be empty, and 
were hurried on with the violent ſpirit of Feh#, who 
drave juſt as furiouſly as you did, but made more pro- 
| hw ; for you bouncd and praunc'd and plung'd,and 

ung about, head, words, arms and hands, and yet 
never mov'd one ſtep forwards, but after two hours 
beating and foaming, was juſt where you ſet out at 
firſt, onely ſomething worſe: for you over-plung'd 
your ſelf in wading too far into the Revelations ; the 
bottom of which 1s ſo very dark and deep, tha all 
your new Light (which T will eaſily believe with you 
Is not Natural, if you'l be perſwaded with me that 
"tis affected) do's burn blew, and at laſt goes out in 
thoſe-profound depths, and will not ſerve toſhew you 
the way thence ; and therefore as a FriendI adviſe you | 
never to play the Fool again, in venturing to expound 
thoſe myſteries, which you laſt Night prov'd ſuffici- 
ently to continue ſuch, 1n ſpight of all your attempts 
tounriddle them. © | - 
At your firſt skipping up upon your Stool;you pro- 
- > _ mis d 
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mis'd to tel} us, the meaning of the order in Heaven, 
. a Homanwith a Crown on her head*&c. and the Dragoy, 
&c. but your light rambling ſpirit, led you from that 
into your ilderneſs-Condition, where I'do not admire 
that amongſt fo many bryars and thorns, you found 
your ſelf entangled, and ſent your /Vits a wooll-gather- 
ing., After you had about halt an hour rav'd and ram- 
bled in a maze, you recolleted your ſelf, and afreſh 
ſtarted the 7order, but preſently loſt the fight again 
of the Foman in Heaven, and took another trisk into. 
the Wilderneſs, where you ftaid about art hour, and: 
then return'd- like a /Yood-man, fully taught by your 
ſpirit, that your Church, tho but of 19 or 20: years 

anding, was that Primitive Church or Woman, 
- . which your hoxeſt Fohn (as you call d him) ſaid. went 
tato the Wilderneſs ; where I'm ſure you left her in 
2 very pitiful, dabl'd; and bewilder'd Condition ; and 
there you fay, ſhe 1s to ſtay, 74me, times and half a time, 
which in all by your expoſition amounts to three 
times, but by what rule of Arithmetick, I confeſs Lam 
yet to learn. 

Now becaufe you ſay you have fo great a meaſure 
of the Spirit, and do with much ignorance and folly, 
declaim againſt the Uſe of Learning, and acquaintance 
with ancient Records, in unravelling the meaning of 
the obſcurer paſſages of Scripture, which I think are 
neceſfary, for a right underſtanding of many places 
thereof, I would take the pains to peruſe your Expo- 
ſition of the 12t h Chapter of the Revelation, if you 
pleaſe to permit me, with the Author, whereof you 
ſeem to be ſo familiarly acquainted, by your homely 
Cormpellation of him honeſt Fohn,thiat one might gueſs, 
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you knew all his mind, as well as himſelf who wrote 
it. Ifhould bealloglad to know, if indeed you do (o, 
why you give any obſervance to the Lord's Day, and 
by virtue of what Command ? and allo how your ſpt- 
rit teaches you, to reconcile the difterent Genealogtes 
of our Saviour? the quotation out of Feremy, of the 
9th Verle of rhe 27th Chapter of St. Zatthew, which 
you muſt have better Eyes than mine, to find 1n that 

Prophet, and the 24 of St. John, which ayes theTem- 
' Ple was 46 Years a building ; and yet the 1ſt of X7zes, 
6.Chapter,z$ Verle,layes it was all Compleatly fintth'd 
in 7 years. Many other places I could propoſe to you, 
which, however you boaſt of your Univerſal skill in 
underſtanding all Scripture, yet I make no queſtion, 
cannot be made underſtandable, without the Forrein 
Aids of ancient Learning. I hope you believe the 
Scriptures were written by Men inſpird, who there- 
- fore could not write alye, and fince your ſpirit tspre- 
tended to be the ſame with theirs, then give me leave 
to ſay theſe two things, Firſt, that it canfind and make 
out the harmony and agreement, which 1s or ought to 
be in all the parts of that holy Writing. And ſecondly, 
if it be ſo, I would fain know what reaſon or neceflity 
there was at all, that any Records of Scripture ſhould 
ever be written or tran{mitted-tous;{eeing all the pro- 
bable ends of ſuch Writing are better ſerv'd by the 
Certitude, and Permanenty, of the unerring fpirit 
in your ſelves. .If you find any difficulty in this 
task, and therefore forbear it, I ſhall juſtly ſuſoett your | 
ſpirit, and tell you, 79% know not what ſpirit you are of: 
Laſt Night you bid metry the ſpirits, and this Propofi- 
tion-is for an Indication of yours. But if you will. 


allow me to try the ſpirits,.I muſttry them. by ſome- 
thing which I count infallible, and that infallible rule 
I-mult allo judge of, and therefore upon the matter-you 
bid: me try your ſpirit, by my ſpirit, and to that tryal'I 
am ſure you will not ſtand, and therefore you might as 
well have ſent me on a Fool s Errand, for a Zard of E/l. 
wide pack-thread, Toencourage you to this work, tho 
you ſay you are no hireling, yet I know you believe he 
Labourer worthy of his hire ; and the effects ſufficiently 
ſhew, that your whole Se&t 1s endu.d with the ſpirit, 
but tis with that of the World ; ſince none love it bet- 
ter, {crape nearer, and hold faſter that which they ſeem 
very much to deſpiſe; your goalineſi has prov'd great 
gain to you, and.I fancy your great Rabby Solomon, 
would venture the ſecond Whipping, were he ſure of 
receiving from the Brethren the other 80 ]. for his late 
rude and uncivil diſturbances, in.the public Worſhip 
of God, I perceivel begin to have ſomething'of your 
ſpirit, to ramble and forget what I was-ſaying.,- but as 
Iſfaid, 1f you can ſhew me Convincingly, in-what me- 
thod, and by what meaſures I ſhould proceed to the 
tryal and aſſurance of ſpirits, I will be your follower, 
and encreaſe your glory, by becoming your Proſelyte, 
ſo long as you and I ſhall be of one mind ; for you know 
we can promiſe nothing-in theſe matters abſolutely, 
from which we may not be.diſobligd, by the ſelf-ſame 
ſpirit, that does at preſent perſwade us ; and if you and 
ſhall happen hereafter to differ, which ſpirit will then 
be the right ſpirit, wou'd be as great a Controverſie, as 


_ now It is , and very likely the greateſt Impudence and 
_ Confidence,which is the way you.take, muſt carry it... 


, When you bragg'd and rufl'd high, I was in ſober 
| ET {adnels, 


To 
ſadneſs, and without any canting pgrieved in ſpirit,and 
wou d have oppos d you, but that I thought it an un- 
equal Match,againſt ſo much Impudence, to oppoſe my 
own Modeſty, and to publiſh by the noile of it my own 
folly, 1n ſuffering my ſelf to be drawn in, as told you 
before, by my Civility to another, to hear you prate 
ior two hours together, and dam all others that were 
not of your own humor and Opinion ; who have more 
Charity for you and the reſt of your Sect, than por to 
tell you now,what I ſhould have done then, that Charity 
Puſfs not up, but # meek and humble, and all your talk of 
Religion without Charity 1s but ſounding braſs, and tinck- 
ling Cymbal ; Conſider you are but a man. and there- | 
fore {abject to error, Charity thinks. no evil, and there- 
tore, ſlander not all who are not of your Way,with the 
odious Names of Impious and Profane. Charity vaunt- 
eth not, but loves all the World ,. think-then as well of 
others, if not better than of your ſelf, you will never 
be exalted to Heaven, it you-paſ\s not thro the Gate of 
Modeſty and Humility. What reaſon have you for your 
opinions, that others have not (or it they think they 
have,they have-as much as you,) for theirs ? how came 
- you to be wiſer than other men, who think they have 
the Spirit allo? and you can do no more, and may not 
ſuch a perſon, with as good reaſon ask you the queſtion, 
as you may-do him, Friend, how went the Spirit from 
me to you? and what can this produce but endleſs 
Janglings, and uncharitable heats? which how ſately 
they may be permitted-in a Common-Wealth, let the 
Supreme Magiſtrate judge: I cannot reprove his rea- 
ſoning, if he think fit to give what needful check and 
reſtraint he thinks Convenient, to the evil Eres _ 

onie.. 


—__—— 
"Conſequences of furious and quarrelling Religioniſts, 
who living in the ſpirit of a Sect, are alwayes found, 
and ever to be preſum'd, dearly to loye themlelves,ag- 
. egrandize themielves,and advance the Party;and there- 
| fore areever to be held in ſuſpition of ſeizing upon all 
Power, and doing vile things, and finding Scripture 
and Promiſes tor it, as the Meek ones of Germazy did, 
who however they had utterly detefted and diſclaim'd, 
as contrary to their Principles, the uſe of Carnal Wea- 
pons ; yet at length, when fairer opportunities invited 
them to change their mind, the Heavenly Father re- 
veal'd unto um, that they ſhould inherit the Earth, by 
reſiſting their Prince in the Field, ſeizing upon their 
Neighbours Proprieties and Poſleſſions ; and when 
this Promiſe was made good to them, then ſhould be 
fulfilled, what was ſpoken by the Prophet, 7 hey ſhall 
beat their Swords into Plomſbears,&c. 1,e. when they 
have what they wou'd, none to reſiſt them, and no 
more to deſire, they will be as gentle as Lambs, and as 
 1nnocent as ſucking Children. 

Some preparatory Principles towards this ill Ifſue I 
diſcover amongſt you already, by your crying up, and 
abſolving all the Subjects of the Law by a paſſive obedi-' 
ence, as you call it ; which firſt 15 not the intention of 

\ the Law atall, for that deſigns no man's ſuffering, but 
thefulfilling of it ſelf, And-ſecondly, 1s ſo far from 
being a doing of what the Law requires, that it is no 
actatall; for it is either not. doing, or which 1s worſe, 
a doing what the Law forbids, and ſuffering the puniſh- 
ment of diſobedience ; which you are pleas'd to name 
a Paſſive obedience ; if this be true,then the Thief,the 
Traytor, the Murderer has fulfilled the Law, wu he 

ullers 


_J. 


ſuffers as a Criminal,and may be truly ſaid inthe phraſe. 


of the Scorch People to be juſtified, And to great advan- 


tage you may uſe this Doctrine, for the Brotherhood 


may quickly ſwell to a confiderable bulk, with the ad- 


dition of Cheats and Rogues, and yet be ſtill Jſfified 
perſons,and paſſively obedient hoxeſt men, So that by their 
Engines you may command both Heaven and £arth, 
this World, and the World to come is only yours: and 


you ſeem very much offended, that men will not forgo 


the little Reaſon and Prudence, which they have, upon 
the bare credit of your pretended Piety , which 1s in- 
deed but a piece of Pageantry, a Phariſaical demure 
look,and newer kind of Superſtition, moſt of your Sect: 


being contrary to the Phariſees, onely in refuſing Salu- 
tations,but not good pennyworths,#n the Market-places, 
and the uppermoſt Seats in Synagogues ; into which your 


Schiſm and Pride forbids you to enter, unleſs you abate, 
to gratifie your unmannerly rudeneſs, when you in- 
trude into um, to do diſhonour to the Solemn Afﬀem- 


blies, and publick Worſhip of God. 


_ If I hadcall'd you lyer,and ignorant Impoſtor, when. 
you told the giddy people, St. /z#ke was one of the po-- 
ſtles, and that our Bleſted Saviour, at Eight and twenty 
years of age,call 'd his Diſciples,and began his Miniſtry, . 


how would you have acquitted your ſelf? andif Thad 
asked you, which of the Miniſters taught the People, 
that Perfe&1ion, (T mean Evangelical Perfe&ion) was 
Not attainable in this life, and which of 'um went-from 


the Pulpit to: the Ale-houlſe, or to Cards and Dice ? 


which you maliciouſly (T make no doubt) ſpoke ind: 


ſtincly, that you might fortifie your people, in that de-. 
gree of deteſtation, to which you have already rais'd- 
them, . 
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them, againſt a whole order of men, or if you had 
known aoy (uch irregularities by any ſingle and extra- 
vagant perſon, do you think it any more fit, and juſt, 
thar the privat miſcarriages of ſome few, {which how 


ſevere ſoever the Laws are to the contrary, will, I fear, 


for ever be in great and Congregate Bodies) ſhould be 
objected to the diſparagement ot the whole Family ; 


than it wou'd be for me, to Conclude the like of all 
men, that pals under your denomination , becaule 1 


know ſome of them to be unjuſt and Knaves, leud per- 


ons, and diſſembling Hypocrites ? .Know Friend, this 
was the ſpirit of Malice, and Faction ſuggeſted by the 
Devil ; 1t you would bring men to your ſide; you muſt 
not do it by fooliſh artifices,and malicious ſuggeſtions, 
you. muſt not ſpitefully rayl at other.men, and think 
ro out-brave their Principles, but recommend your 


own, by the reality. and fincerity of them, in effecting 


the iſſues of a good Life, and laying down Rules and 
Precepts for the attaining of that, with more integrity 
than others do, and have done, in procuring a ſober 
Judgment of trueReligion and undefiled ; which once 
more l[ tell you conſiſts in the inward Rectitude of the 
Mind,and the Conforming of our ſelves to theImage of 
the inviſible God, by all the imitations in us, which are 
the bright rayes of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, which 
enlightens every man that comes into the Yorld. 1.e. is 
ready to teach, and [uificient to perſwade us, to perſe- 
vere in the wayes which God has promis'd to reward, 
and we believe will do it ; Thus we are lifted up to a 
nearer approach to, and.participation (fo far gs our ab- 
{ence 1n the body will permit) of the Divine Nature. 
This 1s the ſtate of happineſs, the end for which Man 

was 
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was made, and the graft Ben of Religion ; which is- 


intended as a Mean, to bring Man to this flate of Feli- 


ashe is able, he.is made More Spiritual, and better pre-. 
pard by congruity of Nature, for the perception of 
of thoſe purer delights, ordain'd. and- preſerv'd for 
him in Heaven. . And becauſe Religion is the way 
and tendency to this End ; that muſt needs be the beſt, 
that leads us thither the ſureſt way ; the excellency 
of which 1s to be diſcover'd by the credit and worthi- 
neſs of the Law-g1ver,- and by the reaſonable Methods 
it proceeds in, and ſince t1s a ſtate of Action, not of 
Contemplation meerly , : the true eſtimate of it muſt 
be made, 1n proportion to the good Deeds it teaches 
and preſcribes to her profeſſors; and theſe being the 
obſervations of the Lawes of a Superiour power, and 
conſiſting .in ſome. things to be beltey'd, and more 
things to be done ; I ſhould: be glad to receive from 

you, the ſums, and Heads of your Religion, (if you be 
yet agreed upon them) that I may compare them 
with the poſtles Creed,. which I have already re- 
ceiv'd ; examine them by Scripture, by Reaſon , the 
Light within me, of which by all I cou d find from you, 
I have wirchout arrogance as great a meaſure as you / 
can pretend to. . 


But afterall this, I have theſe two things to ſay, 
Firft, That I thank God, the Author of all good, that 
I have and ſhall ever be careful to prelerve a very ten- 
der {enſe, and regard to that good Spirit, which en- 
lightens, comforts, moves _ perſwades, teaches and 


_ preſides. 
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Prefides in. the Minds of FOOC ME A « this You pretend 
28 (||| ro, if it be the Spirit of God'you mean, when you talk 
* bf ſomuch of it; buttlidayerly belgye you are nwposd 


ol upon by a falie AU@Tolniln ik ;. and this is that 
HS || of which I have.ſpoken fomethmg more than ordina- 
= ry contemptuouſly-in this Letter. I would not for 
all the World grieve, or villifie the meaneſt of God's 
| Servants, or reproach the Grace of God by the Igno- 
WW  rance and 1mperfections of any fimple, and plain- 
; of hearted. Chriſtian ; but becauſe I look upon you, as 
I | | drawn aſide fromthe {implicity that 1sin Chriſt Fefrs, 
Us andthe fobrietyofmen ; Ican't endure without ſevere 
== reflection, to fee youintrude into the place-and privi- 
ledge of the Saints of God, that do betray the methods 
of his Grace, and Goodnels, tothe wild and fancitul 
extravagance of your own ſpirit, and the gratification 
of your Malice and. Uncharitableneſs, towards nuck 
better profictents 1n the-School of Chr7ff, than you who 
have not yet learn'd that Leflon, which he taught him- 
- ul ſelf, and has made the Badge and Character of all his 
|| _ obedient followers ; . namely, By #4 ſhall all men know, 
= that ye are my Diſciples, if ye love one another. And as 
| 8 | the Character of Combination, in the Common bond 
1Y| | _of Chriſtianity, 1s wanting in you, you muſt needs be 
i | - deſtitute ot all true peace, but what you found, your 
ſelves, upon ſelf-exaltation, and preferring your ſelves 
before others; forgetting or deſpifing the Leſſon 
which our Saviour taught, Be meek and lowly, and you 
ſhall find reft to your Souls : Youl ſay, You have, and 
do all this, and till lay claim to the Spirit; but be- 
cauſe I think otherwiſe, I have dealt very freely and 
roundly with you, as I ſhou'd-do with one that ſeri- 
__ oully 
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ouſly ſhou'd pretend" h 501 a Gentletran of good 
Rank and Coins, keep his Countenafice, and require 
great reſpect, becaul e hehad 2 i nand puton a rich 
Suit of his Mafterge@hatnf #HOT knew him to be bur. 
| his Groom. And tf i5T have ſaid not for your ſake, 
but out of a hearty —_ to the good Spirit of God, 


which I make no queſtion you will Conclude, I ſcorn 
and der de. 


- The next is this, That what have written, Thave 
written to you, and fuch as I conceive you to be: - but 
have nor intended it againſt all that paſs under your 
name, of whom I wou'd fain believe there are fome, 
like thoſe who went after 4bſalom, in the ſimplicity of 
their hearts, impos'd upon by theit own Ignorance, 
and incogitancy, and the infinite Impudence and ſub-. 
tle craftineſs of ſuch aslye in wait to deceive, ſuch of 
'Them as are and do continue truly honeſt and ſincere? 
and do reſolve to do their duty, 1n all the Moral as of 
Life and Converfation, and will not obſtinately ſtand 
againſt and reject a greater meaſure of Lightand Un- 
derſtanding, when offer'd to 'um, than'yet they are 
Maſters of, I hope God in good time willt ake care to 
xetifie, and not ſuffer their fimpliciry to be abus'd t> 
their extream loſs; and in the mean time they ſhall, 
wherein Iam concern'd, receive from-me all offices of 
Friendſhip and Charity : For I conſider, that all men 
are obnoxious to Error, and that Imy ſelf may poſſi- 
bly have many miſapprehenſions of things, which 1 
cant be rid of, till time and opportunity do inftru& 
me; That humane _ are to be pitied,and cur ey 
Love,and the tendernels of aloft and. gentlc ſpirit , b pn 


th 4 


due to them, tha; do confeſs themſelves weak and /in- 


yy 


do very much abate omg: to gentic uſages, 
by the greateſt Arrogance, and Preſumption I could 
juſtly attribute-to any man T'ever met with; and 
cannct here forbear, to faſten upon you. F. L. It you 
think fit to give me an account of the Articles of your 
Faith, in clear and intelligible words, and ſoberneſs, 
as your. Hoxeſt Part did, whenhis Faith was call d in 
queſtion, and. did adviſe, 7 hat we ſhould be ready to give 
a reaſon of the Hope that is in us, poſſibly you ſhall know 
more of the mind of —— &, — 1 
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